Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



N I' V *i. I' . (. 



1 1 1 1 't 



l^tatt 0f Stfoiif Jalattli anil Pr0triIim» patttationa 



SUPPLEMENTARY 



ELECTION LAWS 



OF THE 



State of Rhode Island 



.-■1: 
r 



"J 



1914 



I 



PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

B. L. FBBBMAN OOICPANT, STATE PBINTBBS 

1914 



■:"l 



SUPPLEMENTARY 



ELECTION LAWS 



OF THE 



State of Rhode Island 



II 



1914 



t ■' * 



PROVIDENCE. K. I. 

B. Ii. PBRKMAN OOMPANY, STATE PRINTBBS 

1914 






• •• _• 



• • • • • • • 

• » • »»• • • • 



• • • • •• V ••• • • » " • 

• ••• •• • •• *••••♦*•••• 







<. . ',• ; 

> * * • « ^ - 



CHAPTERS OF THE PUBLIC LAWS PASSED SINCE THE REVIS- 
ION OF THE GENERAL LAWS, AT THE JANUARY 

SESSIONS, 1913—1914. 

CHAPTER 922. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 14 OF CHAPTER 48 OF 

ApDroved 

THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED '^OF THE QUORUM, GOV- April 15, 1913. 
ERNMENT AND CONDUCT OF TOWN MEETINGS, AND OF 
ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT OF WARD MEETINGS." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 14 of Chapter 48 of the General Laws, 
entitled "Of the quorum, government and conduct of town 
meetings, and of organization and government of ward meet- 
ings, ''is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 14. The moderator of every town meeting shall 

Moderator, 

on a motion being made and seconded, relative to any business 5°^ ^ '^^^' , 

, ' "^ duct m case of 

regularly before such meeting, after having heard all the electors * ^^^^^^ °»*^® 
entitled to vote thereon who shall be desirous of being heard, 
cause the votes of the electors present to be taken thereon. 
Whenever any question shall be pending in any town meeting 
involving an expenditure of money, or the incurring of liability 
by the town, or the disposition of town property, the same shall 
be taken by ballot, if a ballot be called for and the call be 
seconded by at least one-fifth of the electors present who are 
qualified to vote on the pending question.'' 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 927. 



Approved 
Apiil 23, 1913. 



Westeriy, First 
Representative 
District. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 16 OF CHAPTER 25 OF 
THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE CONSTITUTION 
AND ORGANIZATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY," AS 

. AMENDED BY SECTION 34 OF CHAPTER 640 OF THE PUBLIC 
LAWS, APPROVED AUGUST 22, 1910. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: . 

Section 1. Section 16 of Chapter 25 of the General Laws, 
entitled "Of the constitution and organization of the general 
assembly," as amended by Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the 
Public Laws, approved August 22nd, 1910, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 16. Westerly. 

"The town of Westerly is hereby divided into two repre- 
sentative-districts, bounded and described as follows: 

"(1) The first representative-district shall consist of all 
that part of said town lying north and west of a line beginning 
at a point on the bridge over the Pawcatuck river on the Rhode 
Island-Connecticut boundary line in the center of Broad street, 
extending southeasterly through the center of Broad street till 
it comes to a point opposite the centre of the building on said 
Broad street belonging to the town of Westerly and the State 
of Rhode Island; thence southerly through the center of said 
building to the dividing lii^e between the part of said building 
used by the town of Westerly and the part of said building used 
by the State of Rhode Island; easterly along said dividing line 
to the easterly boundary of the lot of land belonging to said town 
of Westerly and said State of Rhode Island; northerly to the 
center of Broad street; southeasterly through the center of 
Broad street to Granite street; northeasterly and northerly 
through the center of Granite street to Tower street; easterly 
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and northeasterly through the center of Tower street to Oak 
street; easterly through the center of Oak street to its junction 
with the Old Niantic road, so-called; northeasterly through 
the center of said road to the tracks of the N. Y., N. H. & H. 
R. R. Co. ; easterly on said tracks to the brook flowing from 
Chapman's pond into the Pawcatuck river; through said brook 
in a general easterly direction to the Hopkinton-Westerly 
boundary line in the Pawcatuck river; thence following the 
Hopkinton-Westerly boundary line in a general easterly 
direction to the Charlestown-Westerly boundary line. 

"(2) The second representative-district shall consist of all westerly, 

Second 

that part of the town of Westerly not included in the first gggJ^JJ"****^ 
representative-district of said town." 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage, 
and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 



CHAPTER 988. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 476 OF THE PUBLIC F^HiriQia 



LAWS, PASSED MAY 7, 1909, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELA- 
TION TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE TOWN OF 
BRISTOL." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 3 of Chapter 475 of thq Public Laws, 
entitled "An act in relation to the holding of caucuses in the 
town of Bristol, " is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. All caucuses shall be held in said town at the call caucuses, how 

called 

of the town committee of the political party holding such 
caucuses. The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less 
than five days prior to the day on which they are to be held. 
It shall state the places where such caucuses are to be held, the 
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Duties of 
caucus officers. 



Vacancies, how 
filled. 



Hours during 
which polls 
must remain 
open. 



hour of holding the same, the time during which the polls are 
to be open, the business to be transacted thereat (and the uni- 
form size of the ballots to be used in said caucus), and said call 
shall be posted, at least four days prior to the holding of said 
caucus, in six or more public places in said town. No. two 
political parties shall hold their caucuses on the same day. " 

Sec. 2. Section 7 of said Chapter 475 of the Public Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 7. The caucus chairman appointed, as hereinbefore 
provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to order, 
and shall preside thereat, and the caucus clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks shall check the voting list. In case a caucus 
chairman is absent at the time at which the caucus has been 
called, or in case a caucus chairman becomes incapacitated 
during the holding of the caucus, the town committee, or a 
majority of the members thereof present at such caucus^ shall 
appoint a qualified elector of such party residing in said town as 
caucus chairman for such caucus. If no member of the town 
committee is present, the clerk of such caucus, or, in case of 
his absence or incapacity, then any qualified elector of such 
political party shall call the meeting to order, and the electors 
present shall elect some qualified person as caucus chairman of 
such caucus. In case a caucus clerk is absent at the time at 
which the caucus has been called, or in case a caUcus clerk 
becomes incapacitated from performing his duties as such dur- 
ing the holding of the caucus, the town committee of said town, 
or such majority thereof, shall appoint some qualified elector 
of the town as such caucus clerk. If no member of the town 
committee is present, the caucus chairman shall appoint some 
qualified elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses 
shall be called to order at seven-thirty o'clock P. M. All 
nominations of candidates for ofiice shall be made before the 
opening of the polls, and no ballot shall be counted for any 
candidate for office not so nominated. The polls shall be 
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opened at eight P. M., and the ballot bo;ces shall be opened and 
the interior thereof exposed to the view of all present by the 
chairman before any -ballots are east. Any necessary business 
not finished at ei^t P. M. shall be postponed until after the 
polls are closed and the result of the balloting announced. The 
polls shall be kept open until ten P. M., and no longer: Pro- 
videdy however J that in the event of but one nomination for each 
political office the polls shall be kept open thirty minutes. 
Except for the filling of vacancies in the office of caucus chairman 
and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore provided in this section, a 
ballot shall be required for the choice of all candidates for elec- 
tive offices, for delegates to conventions, and for members of 
town committees, to be elected by such caucuses. All ballots Form of 

caucus ballot. 

shall be printed or written on white paper, of uniform size to 
be determined by the town committee of each political party 
in said town, and no tissue paper shall be used for any caucus 
ballot. The names of all candidates for which any elector shall 
vote at any caucus shall be written or printed upon one ballot. '' 
Sec. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect on and after 
its passage. 



CHAPTER 1013. 



AN ACT REGULATING THE OPENING AND CLOSING OF POLLS Approved 

IN THE TOWN OF WEST WARWICK. Apni 29. 1913. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. At all elective meetings in the town of West Time of 
Warwick the polls shall be opened at half -past five in the fore- ciomng of poUs. 
noon and shall be continuously kept open for voting until five 
o'clock in the afternoon, and no longer. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect on and after its passage, 
and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
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CHAPTER 1033. 



Approved 
April 21, 1914. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 11, 12, 13 AND 25 OF 
CHAPTER 10 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE 
MANNER OF CONDUCTING ELECTIONS, " AS AMENDED BY 
SECTION 6 OF CHAPTER 640 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED 
AT THE AUGUST SESSION, A. D. 1910. 



Ballota, how 
to be sealed up. 



Certificate to be 
enclosed in 
package of 
ballots. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 11 of Chapter 10 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"See. 11. The ballots given at any such meeting for electors 
of president and vice-president of the United States, senators 
and representatives in the congress of the Unites States, general 
officers of the state, senators and representatives in the general 
assembly, and ballots given in at any such meeting upon any 
proposed amendment of the constitution, and upon any question 
or questions submitted to the electors of the state, shall be sealed 
up in one package, which shall contain no other ballots. In 
cities and in towns divided into voting-districts the ballot given 
in at any such meeting for city and town oflScers, for ward and 
voting-district officers and for and against any question sub- 
mitted to the electors of such city or town shall be sealed up 
in one package containing no ballots given in for any other 
officers, or for or against any proposition or question sub- 
mitted to the electors of the state." 

Sec. 2. Section 12 of Chapter 10 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 6 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 
as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 12. With each package of ballots there shall be 
forwarded to the board or council to whom such package is 
to be delivered, a certificate in ink signed by the moderator 
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and clerk of the elective meeting, setting forth in regard to 
said meeting and the ballots enclosed in said package: 



(( 



First. The nmnber of names checked upon the voting what to set 
list used at such meeting; 

^^ Second, The number of such ballots for each candidate and 
for what office; 

^^ Third, The number of such ballots, if any, cast for and 
against any proposition of amendment of the constitution; 

^^ Fourth, The number of such ballots, if any, cast for and 
against any question submitted to the electors; 

^^ Fifth, That such ballots are all the ballots that were given 
in at such meeting for such candidates or for and against auy 
such proposition or question; 

^^ Sixth, The date of such meeting; 

^'Seventh, The city or town and the number of the repre- 
sentative-district, ward or voting-district, in which such meeting 
was held. 

"Said certificate shall not be enclosed in the package with 
the ballots, but shall be sealed up in a separate envelope ad- 
dressed to the board or council to whom the package is to be 
delivered. The envelope containing such certificate may be 
opened, and the information contained thereon tabulated for 
public use, by the secretary or clerk, as the case may be, of the 
board or council to whom such envelope is addressed, at any 
time after the receipt thereof." 

Sec. 3. Section 13 of Chapter 10 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

"Sec. 13. In all cities and towns the packages containing of the delivery 
the ballots for electors of president and vice-president, senators state returning 

board. 

and representatives in congress, general officers, senators and 
representatives in the general assembly, and for or against any 
proposition of amendment of the constitution or question sub- 
mitted to the electors of the state, after such ballots have been 
counted, declared, sealed and endorsed as hereinbefore provided, 
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shall be delivered in person by the clerk of such meeting, to the 
state retnming-board within forty-eight hours after they have 
been sealed. Upon the receipt of said packages the secretary 
of said retuming-board shall give to the person so delivering 
them a certificate of such delivery, on presentation of which to 
the town or city council such person shall be paid ten cents for 
each mile's travel to and from the office of the said retuming- 
board, to be computed from the place of voting. '' 

Sec. 4. Section 25 of Chapter 10 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 
Certain election "Sec. 25. The Secretary of state shall at the expense of 

supplieB to be *^ ^ 

thTJ^retwy of the state procure for use at all elective meetings held therein 

a sufficient supply of suitably strong cord and twine and of 
paper for enclosing the ballots, and also of adhesive labels not 
less than four inches in length and two and one-quarter inches 
in width, for use in complying with the provisions of Section 
9 of this chapter. He shall also for use at all meetings held 
therein for the election of electors of president and vice- 
president of the United States, senators and representatives in 
congress, general officers, and senators and representatives in 
the general assembly, or for voting upon propositions or ques- 
tions submitted to the electors of the state, have printed at 
such expense, upon the paper for enclosing the ballots, or upon 
adhesive labels not less than six inches in length and four 
inches in width, a sufficient nmnber of blank forms of the 
endorsement provided for in Section 10 of this chapter, and 
upon suitable paper a sufficient supply of blank forms of the 
certificates provided for in Section 12 of this chapter, and shall 
furnish to the city or town clerk of each city and town, at least 
ten days before the day for holding such meetings, an ample 
quantity of each of the articles named in this section for use at 
all meetings to be held in such city or town." 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 1034. 
AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 1, 7, 8, 22, 24, 31, 57, 68 Approved 

Anril 21 1914 

AND 61 OF CHAPTER 11, OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED — ' - 

"OF ELECTIONS BY SECRET BALLOT," AS AMENDED BY 
SECTION 16 OF CHAPTER 640 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED 
AT THE AUGUST SESSION, A. D. 1910. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Section 1. For all elections of electors of president and saUota uaed at 

state elections 

vice-president of the United States, senators and representatives ^^^j^^ 
in the congress of the United States, general officers of the state, 
and members of the general assembly, the nominations for such 
officers shall be printed on one ballot, together with any pro- 
posed amendment to the constitution of the state or other 
question submitted to the electors of the state. The printing 
of such ballots and the instruction-sheets hereinafter provided, 
and the delivery of them to the several cities and towns shall 
be paid for by the state. The distribution of the ballots to the 
voters shall be paid for by the cities and towns, respectively.'' 

Sec. 2. Section 7 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 7. Wherever the words "political party" are used words 

"political 

in Sections 4, 5 and 6 of this chapter, they shall be construed to party" defined. 
mean a political party which at the next preceding election of 
state officers cast for its candidate for governor at least two per 
centum of all the votes cast in the state for that officer. '' 

Sec. 3. Section 8 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 8. Nominations of candidates for any offices to be 
filled by the voters of the state at large, or of a congressional 
district, may be made by nomination-papers signed in the aggre- 
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General oflScers 
and senators 
in congress 
may be 
nominated by 
500 electors. 
Representatives 
in congress 
by 250 electors. 



Nomi nations 
shall be open 
to public 
inspection, how 
long. 



Ballots, how 
prepared, and 
what to 
contain. 



gate for each candidate by not less than five hundred qualified 
voters of the state in the case of a state office or senator in 
congress, and two hundred and fifty in the case of a representa- 
tive in congress." 

Sec. 4. Section 22 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 16 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 
as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 22. All certificates of nomination and nomination- 
papers and all requests for withdrawal of the name of any 
candidate, and all nominations in substitution of candidates 
so withdrawing, when filed, shall be open, under proper regula- 
tions, to public inspection, and the secretary of state, city clerks 
and town clerks, and boards of canvassers and registration, 
respectively, shall preserve the same in their respective offices 
not less than two years." 

Sec. 5. Section 24 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 24. Every ballot printed in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this chapter shall contain the names of all candidates 
whose nominations for any offices specified in the ballot have been 
duly made and not withdrawn in accordance herewith, and shall 
contain no other names except the surnames of candidates for 
president and vice-president of the United States. The names 
of all such candidates and the offices for which they are nomi- 
nated shall be arranged on the ballot in perpendicular colunms, 
one column being assigned to each political party making nomi- 
nations by convention, caucus or nomination papers in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this chapter: Provided, however , 
that in case only a partial list of candidates is nominated by any 
political party other than the republican or democratic party, 
two or more such lists may be arranged whenever practicable 
in the same column. 
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"The first column on the left-hand side of every ballot same subject. 
pruited m accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall 
contain only the names of the nominees of the republican party; 
the second column only those of the democratic party; and the 
order of such other nominations as may be made shall be 
determined by the official whose duty it is to prepare the ballots. 
At the top of each column or list, immediately above the title 
of the first office to be voted for, there shall be printed in capital 
letters not less than one-foiuiih of an inch in height the name 
of the poUtical party by which the candidates in such column 
were nominated. In case a nomination is made by nomination- 
papers, the words "nom. papers" shall be added to the party 
name. 

"Above such party name shall be printed a circle not less same subject. 
than seven-eights of an inch in diameter, and such cu-cle shall 
be surrounded by the following words printed in plain letters: 
'For a straight ticket make a cross (X) within the circle.' 
Above each circle shall be printed an emblem or device designat- 
ing or distinguishing the political party whose nominations 
have been assigned to that column. Such emblem or devise 
of the republican party shall be the representation of an eagle, 
and such emblem or device of the democratic party shall be the 
representation of a star. The emblem or device designating 
or distinguishing any other political party whose nominations 
may now, or from time to time, be entitled to be placed upon 
the ballot shall be selected by the secretary of state and be 
printed upon the ballot above the column assigned to the nomi- 
nations of such party: Provided, however, that the emblem 
or device shall be entirely different for each political party, and 
may be any appropriate symbol; but neither the coat of arms 
or seal of any state or of the United States, the national flag, 
any religious emblem or symbol, the seal of any society, the 
portrait of any person, or the representation of a coin or of the 
currency of the United States, shall be chosen as a distinguish- 
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Same subject. 



Same subject. 



Same subject. 



ing emblem. Whenever any emblem or device has been 
selected by the secretary of state, and used upon official ballots 
for any political party, it shall not thereafter be so used for 
any other political party. 

'* In each column the names of the candidates, their residence, 
together with the street and number if any, shall be placed 
immediately below the title of the office for which they are 
nominated, and at the right of the name of each candidate and 
on the same line there shall be a square so printed as to give the 
voter an -opportimity to designate by a cross (X) thereia his 
choice of candidates; except that in case of candidates for electors 
of president and vice-president of the United States one square 
shall suffice for each group of such candidates. Above the last 
or right-hand column of each ballot there shall be no circle or 
device, but there shall be printed in such column in the regular 
order the title of each office to be voted for; as 'For governor,' 
'For senator,' and the like, and beneath each title there shall 
be left as many blank lines as there are persons to be elected 
to such office. 

"On ballots provided for elections mentioned in Section 1 of 
this chapter the various offices to be voted for shall be arranged 
in each column in the following order: First, electors of presi- 
dent and vice-president of the United States; second, senator in 
the congress of the United States; third, representative in 
the congress of the United States; fourth, governor; fifth, 
lieutenant-governor; sixth, secretary of state; seventh, attorney- 
general; eighth, general treasurer; ninth, senator in the general 
assembly; tenth, representative or representatives in the general 
assembly. On ballots provided for elections mentioned in 
Sections 2 and 3 of this chapter the offices to be voted for shall 
be arranged in each column by the city or town clerk. 

"Whenever a constitutional amendment or other question 
is submitted to the vote of the electors of the state, such amend- 
ment or question shall, if candidates for office are to be voted for 
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at the same time, be printed upon the ballot after or beneath 
the list of candidates, and the same arrangement shall be fol- 
lowed on ballots used in elections for officers named in Sections 2 
and 3 of this chapter, whenever a question is submitted to the 
electors of a city or town at such elections. The ballots shall be 
so printed as to give to each voter an opportimity to designate 
by a cross-mark (X) in a square his answer to the question 
submitted. 

"All ballots provided by the secretary of state imder the same subject. 
provisions of this chapter shall be printed on plain white paper 
of a quality approved by him, and there shall be no mark or 
impression to distinguish one ballot from another. The names 
of all candidates shall be printed thereon in uniform type. " 

Sec. 6. Section 31 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws ip 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 31. The secretary of state shall send the ballots Baiiote, 
provided by him for any election, together with the specimen ^:^^ of 

state. 

ballots and instruction-sheets printed by him as herein provided 
to the several city and town clerks, so as to be received by them 
forty-eight hours at least previous to the day of election. The 
same shall be sent in a sealed package, with marks on the outside 
clearly designating the polling place for which the pacakge is 
intended and the number of ballots enclosed; and the respective 
city and town clerks shall, on Ajelivery to them of such package, 
return receipt therefor to the secretary. The secretary shall 
keep a record of the time when, and the manner in which, the 
package is sent and shall preserve for the period of two years 
the receipt of the city and town clerks. " 

Sec. 7. Section 57 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

"Sec. 57. If at least one-tenth in number of the qualified Towns may 
electors in any town, not including cities, shall, twenty the provisions 

of this chapter 

days previous to any general election of state officers on the ^°J^^J]JJ 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, file 
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with the town clerk of such town a petition that the electors 
may at such general election cast. their ballots for or against 
accepting the provisions of this chapter so far as the same apply 
to the elections mentioned in Section 3 of this chapter such town 
clerk shall give notice of the same in his warrant calling the town 
or district meetings and shall at least eighteen days previous 
to the day of such election file with the secretary of state a 
certificate that the question 'Shall the town accept the secret 
• ballot law for towns?' is to be submitted to the vote of the 

electors in said town. If a majority of the ballots so cast shall 
be in favor of accepting the provisions of this chapter so far 
as the same apply as aforesaid, then the said provisions of this 
chapter shall be in efifect in such town; but if a majority of 
.the ballots so cast shall be against accepting the provisions of 
this chapter, then the said provisions of this chapter shall not 
take efifect in said town. " 

Sec. 8. Section 58 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

SLte^^be^nt^" "Sec. 58. Electors of this state who, in time of war, are 
tim?o?war° abscnt from the state in the actual military service of the United 

bdns in 

miutary service States, being othcrwisc qualified, shall have a right to vote in 

of United 

v^for"S?taiii *^' elcctions in the state for electors of president and vice- 
o cere. president of the United States, senators and representatives in 

congress and general officers of the state, in the following manner : 
every such absent elector on the day of any such election may 
deliver a written or printed ballot with the names of the persons 
voted for thereon, and his full christian and surname, and his 
voting residence in the state by street and number, written 
at length on the back thereof, to the officer commanding the 
regiment or company to whioh he belongs; and all such ballots, 
certified by such commanding officer to have been given by 
the electors whose names are written thereon, shall be by such 
commanding officer forthwith sealed up, properly endorsed, and 
returned to the secretary of state, to be by him safely kept and 
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delivered to the returning board having jurisdiction to determine 
the result of said election. " 

Sec. 9. Section 61 of Chapter 11 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 61. At least sixty days before any such election whose secretary of 

state to send 

date is fixed by law, and forthwith upon the ordering of any certified copies 

•^ ' ^ o ^ of sections 5j8 

Special election of senators or representatives in congress, the ^ cert^n"^^* 
secretary of state, in time of war shall send to the several ciljy ^^^^^^ 

service of 

and town clerks, except to the city clerk of Providence, and to united states. 

town clerks, 

the clerks of the board of canvassers and registration of the ®*®- 
cities of Providence and Pawtucket a certified copy of Sections 
58 to 61, inclusive of this chapter, and shall send to each com- 
missioned officer of every company enlisted in this state in the 
military service of the United States such certified copy, 
together with a form of the requirements to be signed by said 
electors on the back of said ballots, and a form of certificate and 
endorsement on the package containing the same to be signed by 
such commanding oflBcer as aforesaid, and such other instructions 
as he may think proper. " 

Sec. 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1037. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3 OF CHAPTER 47 OF Approved 
THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED ''OF CALLING AND WARN- ^prii 21. 1914. 

ING TOWN MEETINGS." 

It is enacted by the General A ssembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 3 of Chapter 47 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. If, on the day of the town meeting for the election 
of town officers, any town shall fail to make an election of town 

8 
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clerk, town council, justices of the peace or town treasurer, the 
meeting may be adjourned for the purpose of completing the 
election of those officers, but of no others, from day to day, not 
exceeding three days beyond the first day of meeting." 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1038. 



Approved 
April 21, 1914. 
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AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3 OF CHAPTER 48 OF 
THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE QUORUM, GOV- 
ERNMENT AND CONDUCT OF TOWN MEETINGS AND OF 
ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT OF WARD MEETINGS, " 
AS AMENDED BY SECTION 35 OF CHAPTER 640 OF THE 
PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE AUGUST SESSION, A. D. 1910, 
AS AMENDED BY SECTION 1 OF CHAPTER 677 OF THE PUB- 
LIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSION, A. D. 1911. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 3 of Chapter 48 of the General Laws, 
as amended by Section 35 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, as amended by Sec- 
tion 1 of Chapter 677 of the Public Laws, passed at the January 
session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. Voting-district moderators and clerks, and moder- 
ators and clerks of representative-districts in any city other 
than the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, and in any town 
divided into representative-districts, shall be elected by and from 
the qualified electors of their respective districts on the day of 
the election of city or town oflBcers in such city or town; they 
shall hold their offices as prescribed in the charter of, or special 
or general law, applicable to such city or town, repectively ; and 
the voting for them shall continue during the whole time 
limited by law for voting on the day of such election. They 
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shall be engaged to the faithful and unpartial discharge of the 
duties of their office and to support the constitution and laws of 
the state and the constitution of the United States. 

"Whenever voting-district moderators and clerks, and Boards of 

canvassers 

moderators and clerks of representative districts have not been may appoint 

'^ moderators and 

elected in any city or town, the board of canvassers of said city °^®'^' '^^®^* 

or town shall appoint such officers, at least ten days before any 

election, or district or town meeting, and such officers shall hold 

office until the appointment or election of their successors. 

"In the cities of Providence aud Pawtucket, at least ten To be ap- 
pointed in 

days prior to every election, there shall be appointed by the pa^uc^et tT** 
board of canvassers and registration thereof, respectively, a ^^reandT'*" 
moderator and a clerk for each voting-district who shall be of '®*^®*^***°'^- 
different political parties; and who shall be qualified electors in 
the district for which they are appointed. 

"Such moderatois and clerks shall each be able to read the Qualifications. 
constitution of the state in the English language, and to write 
their names. Every person appointed as aforesaid shall be 
forthwith notified of his appointment and shall, at least three 
days before any election at which he shall have been appointed 
to serve, accept or decline said appointment, and shall be, at 
least three days prior to said election, sworn to the faithful 
discharge of his duties by some member of said board making 
such appointment. In case any person appointed as aforesaid ^i^'^^*®^* ^^^ 
shall neglect to qualify or shall be unable or fail to serve, the 
vacancy shall be filled by the board making such appointment 
and such appointee shall be of the same political party as the 
person failing to qualify, and shall, before serving, qualify 
before some member of^said board. " 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 1039. 



Approved 
April 21, 1914. 



When and what 
officers shall 
and may be 
elected by 
town council. 



Oath of town 
and city 
officers. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 13 AND 15 OF CHAPTER 
49 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE ELECTION 
AND QUALIFICATION OF TOWN OFFICERS." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 13 of Chapter 49 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 13. In case any town shall, on the day of any such 
election for town officers fail to elect any of the officers whom 
they may lawfully choose, except town clerk, town coimcil, 
justices of the peace and town treasurer, the said officers shall be 
elected by the town council of the town at their next meetmg: 
Provided, however, that town coimcils may postpone the election 
of any of said officers to some future meeting; and th6 several 
towns shall have full power to delegate to their respective town 
councils the election of any of the officers whom such town may 
lawfully choose, except town clerk, town council, justices of the 
peace and town treasurer. " 

Sec. 2. Section 15 of Chapter 49 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

" Sec. 15. Unless some other form of engagement be specially 
by law prescribed, every person elected to any town or city 
office, whether by the town, city council, board of aldermen 
or town council, and every moderator and warden, and ward 
and district clerk, shall take the following engagement before he 
shall act therein, before some person authorized to administer 
oaths: You (naming the person) do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that you will be true and faithful imto this state, and support 
the laws and constitution thereof, and the constitution of the 
United States; and that you will well and truly execute the 
office of (naming the office) for the term for which you have 
been elected, or until another be engaged in your place, or until 
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you be legally discharged therefrom; so help you God (or, this 
affirmation you make and give upon peril of the penalty of 
perjury)/' 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1041. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4 OF CHAPTER 51 OF Approved 
THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED " OF THE TOWN CLERK. " April 21, 1914. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 4 of Chapter 51 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 4. If any town clerk, excepting the town clerk of Townderk, 
Little Compton, shall absent himself from his office between 9 : 00 twenty days 

before election. 

o'clock in the forenoon and 12:00 o'clock at noon, or between 
2:00 o'clock and 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon, of any day 
except Smiday, within twenty days next preceding any meeting 
held for the election of state or town officers, senators or repre- 
sentatives in congress or electors of president and vice-president 
of the United States, he shall appoint a deputy clerk, whose duty To appoint 
it shall be to attend the office during such absence, and perform 
all the duties thereof : Provided, that it shall not be necessary 
'to appoint a deputy clerk under this section, whenever a deputy 
has been or shall be appointed under Section 2 of this chapter, 
and continues competent to act during any period covered by 
this section." 

Sec. 2. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 1048. 



Approved 
April 24, 1914. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF THE TITLE AND SECTIONS 3, 
4, 5, 7 AND 8 OF CHAPTER 16 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTIT- 
LED "OF THE ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES." 



Elections of 
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in congress, 
when hoi den. 



Elections of 
senators in 
congress, when 
holden. 



Plurality to 
elect. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The title of Chapter 16 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Of the election of senators and representatives in the 
congress of the United States. " 

Sec. 2. Section 3 of Chapter 16 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. The election of representatives in congress shall 
be holden on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber in the year one thousand nine himdred and foiuiieen, and 
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in 
every second year thereafter. 

"The election of a senator in congress shall be holden on the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 
one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, and on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November in every sixth year 
thereafter and on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November in the year one thousand nine hundred and eighteen, 
and on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
in every sixth year thereafter.'' 

Sec. 3. Section 4 of Chapter 16 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 4. In all elections of senators and representatives in 
congress the voting shall be by ballot, and the person or candi- 
date receiving the largest number of votes shall be declared 
elected." 



ELECTION LAWS. 23 

Sec. 4. Section 5 of Chapter 16 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 5. The ballots given in at any election for senators Bai iota cast to 

be delivered to 

and representatives in congress, after having been counted and state returning 

board. 

declared in open meeting by the moderators or wardens and 
clerks, shall be sealed up and certified in the manner provided 
by law and be delivered in person, by the respective clerks of the 
meetings where they were given m, to the state returning board 
within forty-eight hours after such sealing is done: Provided, 
that any such clerk may appoint in writing some officer of the 
town or city where he resides to deUver said ballots in his stead 
in case of his sickness or absolute inability to dehver them in 
person." 

Sec. 5. Section 7 of Chapter 16 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 7. In case no person shall receive a plurality of the New elections, 
votes cast in said state or in either district at any such election, 
a new election shall be held in said state or in such district on 
the fourth Tuesday after the holding of the election at which 
there was no choice. For such election, any new certificates of nominations. 
of nomination or nomination-papers shall be filed ten days 
previous to the dat^ of such election." 

Sec. 6. Section 8 of Chapter 16 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

"Sec. 8. Whenever any person elected a senator in congress, in case of 

vacancy new 

or a representative in congress from either district, shall at any ®'^*'^J J° ^ 
time between the day of his election and the beginning of his governor. 
term of office refuse to serve and so declare to the secretary of 
state or die, become insane, remove from the state, or be other- 
wise incapacitated, or whenever a vacancy shall happen in the 
representation of this state in congress whether as contemplated 
in the second section of the first article of the constitution of the 
United States, or article seventeen of the amendments to the 
constitution of the United States, or otherwise, the governor 
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shall forthwith issue his writ of election directed to the several 
city and town clerks, ordering a new election of senator or 
representative in congress to be held in the state or in such 
district or an election to be held to fill such vacancy, as the 
circumstances shall require, at as early a date, to be stated in 
said writ, as will admit of compUance with the provisions of 
law in relation to such elections. No elections provided for by 
this section shall be held on Saturday. " 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage^ and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1049. 



Approved AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 AND 

Aoril 24 1914 / / 7 7 / 

— ' 17 OF CHAPTER 12 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED 

"OF THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE CITIES OF PROVI- 
DENCE, NEWPORT AND PAWTUCKET," AS AMENDED BY 
SECTIONS 23, 24, 25, 27 AND 28 OF CHAPTER 640 OF THE 
PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE AUGUST SESSION, A. D. 1910. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly a^s follows: 

Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws, as 

amended by Section 23 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 

passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended 

so as to read as follows: 

Holding of cau- " Section 1. In the cities of Providence, Newport, Pawtucket 

cusesin ' *^ ' 

Ne^ortr* snd Central Falls, the caucuses of all political parties shall be 
and Central held in accordancc with the provisions of this chapter. For 

Falls. 

the purposes of this chapter, a political party is hereby defined 
to be one which at the next preceding election of state officers 
cast for its candidate for governor at least two per centum of 
all the votes cast in .the state for that oflBce. Caucus and con- 
vention nominations shall be made only by political parties. " 
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Sec. 2. Section 2 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 24 of Chapter 640 of the PubUc Laws, passed 
at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in Method of 
each ward of said cities shall, biennially, at the caucus held in Ind^dty^m- 

mittees, pow- 

each ward of said cities to elect delegates to a convention to era and duties 
nominate the mayor and other city officers, elect a ward com- 
mittee for each ward of said cities: Provided, that in the city of 
Newport such ward committee shall be elected at a caucus held 
in each ward thereof after the second Thursday next after the 
first Monday in September, in the year A. D. 1914, and biennially 
thereafter. 

"The members of the several ward committees of each city 
of the same pohtical party shall constitute the city committee 
of such political party for that city. Each city committee 
shall within ten days after its organization file with the secretary 
of state, a list of its officers and members. Li Newport and 
Central Falls such list shall also be filed with the city clerk, 
and in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, with the boards 
of canvassers and registration. 

"The general management of the afifairs of each political 
party in each city shall be vested in its city committee, subject 
to the rules and regulations which the state committee of such 
political party shall make. Any vacancy occurring in any of the 
offices of a city committee shall be filled by such commiittee, 
and any vacancy occurring in the membership of a ward com- 
mittee shall be filled by the remaining members of such ward 
committee. A statement of such action of any conunittee 
shall be filed as in the case of officers and members first chosen. 
Ward and city conunittees shall hold office, respectively, from 
the date of their election until the next election of such com- 
mittees and thereafter until their successors shall have organ- 
ized. City conunittees may make regulations, not inconsistent 
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with law, to determine membership in the party so far as the 
right is concerned to participate in the caucuses of which they 
have the mauagement aud control, and to restra'in those not 
entitled to vote at caucuses called by them from taking part 
therein, and such regulations shall be furnished to and shall 
govern the officers by this chapter charged with the duty of 
preparing caucus voting-lists in the preparation of such lists, so 
far as they are not inconsistent with this chapter. Each ward 
committee shall attend the caucuses of the party to which it 
belongs, held in the ward from which it was elected, to perform 
the duties herein imposed upon it. " 

Sec. 3. Section 3 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws, as 

amended by Section 25 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 

passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended 

so as to read as follows: 

Call forcau- "Scc. 3. All caucuses in said cities shall be held at the call 

cuties, now to 

^iTto^con-** of the city committee of the poUtical party holding such caucuses. 

No two political parties shall hold their caucuses on the same 
day. The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than five 
days prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall 
state the places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour 
of holding the same, the time during which the polls are to remain 
open, and the business to -be transacted thereat, and shall be 
published at least twice in one or more newspapers published in 
the city in which such caucuses shall be held, or in some news- 
paper having general circulation therein: Provided, however, 
that the call for the city of Central Falls shall be pubUshed in 
one or more newspapers which are circulated in said Central 
Falls and which are published in either the city of Pawtucket or 
the city of Providence." 

Sec. 4. Section 5 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

STbeldd.^^^^ "Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the 

provisions of Section 14 of this chapter, shall be held within 
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two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the la^t 
day for filing thfe certificate of the nominations of such caucus, 
nor shall any political party hold caucuses on successive days. 
All caucuses excepting those necessary for a special election shall 
be held after the second Thursday, next after the first Monday 
in September in any year, and all caucuses for the nomination 
of candidates for the city coimcil of either of said cities excepting 
those necessary for a special election shall be held within twenty- 
five days of the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber in any year. Caucuses necessary for a special election shall 
be held not more than ten days before nor within two days, 

exclusive of Sundays and legal holdidays, of the last day for 

« 

filing the certificates of the nominations of such caucuses." n 
Sec. 5. Section 6 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws, as 

amended by Section 27 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 

passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 

as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 6. In said cities the city committee of each political Caucus officers 

, to be selected 

party shall, at least two days prior to holding the first caucus by city com- 
next after the first Monday in September, appoint a caucus 
moderator for each representative-district, and a caucus clerk 
for each voting-district therein, and a caucus warden for each 
ward, and a caucus clerk for each voting-district therein. Each 
of said moderators or wardens and clerks shall be a qualified 
elector of the representative-district or ward for which he is 
appointed and a member of such political party. Said com- 
mittees shall respectively fill all vacancies which occur in such 
offices for any cause, including that of removal from the ward 
or representative-district, or voting-district, and as hereinafter 
provided. 

"Each committee making such appointment shall file with 
the boards of canvassers and registration in the cities of Provi- 
dence and Pawtucket, respectively, and in each of the other 
cities with the city clerk, at least one day previous to the date 
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selected by its party for holding any caucus, the names of the 
persons appointed by them caucus officers as aforesaid; and 
all caucus officers so appointed shall hold office imtil the first 
day of January next succeeding their appointment and thereafter 
until their successors are appointed, and shall have the same 
powers and duties, in the conduct of caucuses, as are conferred 
and imposed by law upon similar officers of elective meetings. 

"In case of a change of the lines of a representative-district 
or of a ward in any of said cities, or of a redivision of any 
representative-district thereof into voting-districts, the city 
committee of each political party thereof may revoke such 
appointments by them, respectively, made in the case of all 
caucus moderators, wardens, and clerks who by reason of such 
change or redivision become ineligible to serve on account of 
residence, and appoint others in their stead, and the city com- 
mittee of each political party shall appoint a caucus moderator, 
and in each new representative-district or voting-district so 
created, if necessary, the city committee of each political party 
shall appoint a caucus warden and caucus clerk in each new 
representative-district or voting-district so created." 

Sec. 6. Section 7 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws, as 

amended by Section 28 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 

passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 

as to read as follows: 

SilS officers. "Sec. 7. The caucus moderator or warden appointed as 

hereinbefore provided, shall call the caucus of his political 
party to order, and shall preside thereat. Each caucus clerk 
shall check the voting-list of the district in which he is appointed 
to serve. In case a caucus moderator or warden is absent at 
the time at which the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus 
moderator or warden becomes incapacitated during the holding 
of the caucus, the ward committee, or a majority of the members 
thereof present at such caucus, shall appoint a qualified elector 
of such party residing in the representative-district as caucus 
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moderator, or a qualified elector residing in the ward as caucus 
warden, for such caucus. If no member of the ward committee 
is present, the clerk of the first district in such representative- 
district or ward, or in case of his absence or incapacity, then of 
the district clerks present the one next in numerical order of the 
districts, shall call the meeting to order, and the electors present 
shall elect some qualified person as caucus moderator or warden 
of such caucus. In case a caucus clerk is absent at the time at 
which the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus clerk 
becomes incapacitated from performing his duties as such during 
the holding of the caucus, the ward committee of such ward, 
or such majority thereof, shall appoint some qualified elector 
of the representative-district or ward, respectively, as such caucus 
clerk. If no member of the ward committee is present the 
caucus moderator or warden shall appoint some qualified elector 
as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses shall be called to 
order at seven o'clock P. M. All nominations of candidates Hours during 

which caucus 

for office shall be made' by filing the names of said candidates in must remain 
writing with said moderator or warden, after seven and before 
seven-thirty o'clock P. M., and no ballot shall be counted 
for any candidate for office not so nominated. The polls shall 
be opened at or before seven-thirty o'clock P. M., and the ballot 
boxes shall be opened and the interior thereof exposed to the 
view of all present by the warden before any ballots are cast. 
Any necessary business not finished at seven-thirty o'clock 
P. M., shall be postponed until after the polls are closed and the 
result of the balloting annoimced. The polls shall be kept open 
imtil ten o'clock P. M., and no longer: Provided, however, that 
the time for closing the polls at the caucuses in said city of 
Central Falls shall be at nine o'clock P. M.; and provided, 
further, that in the event of but one nomination for each politi- 
cal office the polls in each city shall be kept open thirty minutes. 
Except for the filing of vacancies in the office of caucus modera- 
tor or warden and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore provided in this 
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section, a ballot shall be required for the choice of all candidates 
for elective office, for delegates to conventions, and for members 
of ward committees, to be elected by such caucus. All ballots 
shall be printed or written on white paper, and no tissue paper 
shall be used for any caucus ballot. The names of all candidates 
for which any elector shall vote at any caucus shall be printed 
or written upon one ballot.'' 

Sec. 7. Section 8 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 8. No person shall be entitled to vote or take part 
in the caucus of any political party who within twenty-six 
calendar months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any 
other political party, or has signed nomination-papers of a 
candidate or candidates for any elective officer, or has voted in 
any election for the candidates of any other political party or 
for candidates placed in nomination by nomination-papers, or is 
debarred from so voting or taking part by the regulations of such 
party provided for in Section 2 of this chapter. No person who 
has voted in the caucus of any political party shall be eligible to 
sign any nomination-paper containing nominations of candidates, 
within twenty-six calendar months thereafter.'' 

Sec. 8. Section 17 of Chapter 12 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 17. The city clerks of Newport and Central Falls, 
and the board of canvassers and registration of the cities of 
Providence and Pawtucket shall retain under seal for the period 
of twenty-six calendar months all of the voting-lists returned to 
them under the provisions of this chapter: Provided j that such 
lists may be unsealed for use in the proceedings provided for 
in Sections 10 and 16 of this chapter, after which they shall be 
inmiediately resealed and that the city clerks of Newport and 
Central Falls, or the board of canvassers and registration in 
Providence or of Pawtucket, after a check-list has been used at a 
caucus of a political party held imder the provisions of this 
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chapter, upon written application for a copy of the list as 
checked, signed by any qualified elector in the city where such 
list was used, and upon payment or tender of the fees provided 
by law therefor, may unseal and open the wrapper containing 
such check-list, and shall furnish to such applicant a certified 
copy of the list as checked, and shall then reseal the same. " 

Sec. 9. The provisions of chapter 12 of the General Laws 
debarring persons who have signed nomination papers from 
voting or taking part in the caucuses of poUtical parties shall 

, , , , , . , • i • Certain persons 

not prevent those persons who have signed nommation-papers not to be pre- 
vented from 

or who have voted for candidates under the designation of a taking part in 
political party not then recognized by said chapter from voting 
or taking part in the caucuses of said poUtical party which has 
become such imder the definition of said chapter. 

Sec. 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and 
all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 



caucuses. 
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AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 2, 3, 11, 16 AND 17 OF Approved 

Aoril 24 1914 

CHAPTER 19 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE — ' - 

STATE RETURNING BOARD AND DEFINING ITS DUTIES." 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 2 of Chapter 19 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

'*Sec. 2. The ballots cast for electors of president and vice- Ballots cast 

* for certain 

president of the United States, senators and representatives to"i^"io^t^ ' 

1 /Y» J J. J J. J.* by state return- 

in congress, general officers and senators and representatives ing board. 

in the general assembly, and for and against any proposed 

amendment of the constitution of the state, or any question 

submitted to the electors of the state, shall be coimted and 

tabulated by said board.'' 
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Counting of 
ballots, when 
to begin. 



Ballots, when 
and how sealed 
up after 
counting. 



Sec. 2. Section 3 of Chapter 19 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. Said board shall commence the coimting and tabu- 
lating of such ballots within twenty-four hours after their 
reception or the reception of any of them, and shall continue 
and complete the same with all reasonable expedition." 

Sec. 3. Section 11 of Chapter 19 of the General Laws, is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 11. When the counting and tabulating of the ballots 
cast at any one voting-place or voting-district provided for in 
this chapter has been completed, such ballots, together with the 
moderators' or wardens', clerks' and supervisors' returns 
pertaining to the same, shall be again sealed up before the 
counting and tabulating of those from another voting-district 
is conmaenced, and said board shall not take any recess or 
adjournment while any of said ballots are imsealed. The sealing 
herein provided for, shall be done by aflSxing to the packages 
containing said ballots adhesive labels sufficient in number to 
prevent the abstraction of any ballots from or the adding of 
any ballots to the contents of such packages, and the presiding 
officer and secretary of said board shall affix their signatures in 
ink to each of said labels. Whenever both of the officers whose 
duty it is to sign such labels are ^f the same political party, they 
shall allow some elector of another political party to affix his 
Endorsement of signature in ink to all of such labels. Each package so sealed 

packages 

sealed up. ghall bc cudorscd by the secretary of said board with the name 

of the town or city and the number of the ward or voting- 
district where, and the date of the election at which, such ballots 
were given in. Thereafter no such sealed package shall, upon 
any pretence whatever, be reopened by any person except upon 
order of the general assembly; but shall be held by said board 
subject to such order until the first day of January in the third 
year after such ballots were cast, when they may be destroyed. " 
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Sec. 4. Section 16 of Chapter 19 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 16. Said board may employ a secretary , who shall be .^**^^^™" 
paid a salary of one thousand dollars per year for and during S^reS^ amf 
each calendar year in which an election of general officers is held SSanoe. 
and during every other calendar year such secretary shall be 
paid in compensation for his services the sum of twenty-five 
dollars for each day of actual service as secretary of said board, 
and the state auditor is hereby directed to draw his orders upon 
the general treasurer for the payment of such per diem com- 
pensation out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, upon receipt of vouchers therefor approved by 
a majority of the members of said board. The board may em- 
ploy such other clerical assistance as may be necessary to enable 
it to seasonably complete its work at an expense of not exceeding 
eight himdred dollars per year for and during each calendar 
year in which an election of general officers is held, and of not 
exceeding two hundred dollars per year for every other calendar 
year. " 

Sec. 5. Section 17 of Chapter 19 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 17. The members of said board shall each receive compensation 
a salary of five hundred dollars per year for and during each 
calendar year in which an election of general officers is held, and 
during every other calendar year said members shall each be 
paid in compensation, the simi of twenty-five dollars for each 
day of actual service as members of said board; and the state 
auditor is hereby directed to draw his orders upon the general 
treasurer for the payment of such per diem compensation to 
said members, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, upon receipt of vouchers therefor approved by a 
majority of the members of said board. '' 

Sec. 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



of board. 
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CHAPTER 1051. 



Approved 
April 24. 1914. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 19, 20, 24, 25 AND 26 
OF CHAPTER 25 OF THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE 
CONSTITUTION AND ORGANIZATION OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, " AS AMENDED BY SECTION 34 OF CHAPTER 640 
OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE AUGUST SESSION, 
A. D. 1910. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly a^ follows: 



Secretary of 
state to pre- 
pare list of 
senators-elect 
and representa- 
tives-elect 
from certifi- 
cate of state 
returning 
board. 



Section 1. Section 19 of Chapter 25 of the General Laws, 
as amended by Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended .so 
as to read as follows: 

**Sec. 19. The secretary of state shall receive and examine 
the certificates of election of senators and representatives to 
the general assembly returned to his office by the state retuming- 
board, and shall make separate lists of the persons therein 
named as elected to the offices of senators and representatives, 
respectively. In case at nine o'clock in the morning on the 
first Tuesday of January, A. D. 1915, and on the first Tuesday 
in January, biennially, thereafter, there shall be no such certifi- 
cate received by the secretary of state of the election of senator, 
representative, or representatives, or either or any of them, 
from any city or town, the secretary of state shall also place 
on said lists, respectively, the names of the persons then holding 
the offices for which there is no certificate returned or received 
as aforesaid of the election of any other person to said office.'' 

Sec. 2. Section 20 of Chapter 25 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 
as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 20. At or before twelve o'clock, noon, on the first 
Tuesday in January, A. D. 1915, and on the first Tuesday in 
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January, biennially, thereafter, the secretary of state shall Secretary of 

Sbftue to deliver 

certify and deliver to the reading clerk of the house of repre- hoi^y^ertified 
sentatives the list of persons, made up as provided in the preced- ^ntetivSSect. 
ing section of this chapter, entitled to seats in the house of 
representatives, and shall certify and retain in his possession the 
Ust of persons, made up as aforesaid, entitled to seats in the 
senate." 

Sec. 3. Section 24 of Chapter 25 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 24. On the first Tuesday in January, A. D. 1915, at Date of first 

,. meeting of sen- 

twelve o clock, noon, and on the first Tuesday m January, at ate and house, 

biennially. 

twelve o'clock, noon, biennially, thereafter, the persons whose 



names are borne on the respective lists aforesaid shall be 
admitted to take seats as members of the senate and house of 
representatives, respectively, and such persons shall assemble 
at said time in their respective chambers at Providence and take 
their engagement of office before the secretary of state, attorney- 
general, or some person authorized by law to administer oaths. " 

Sec. 4. Section 25 of Chapter 25 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so as 
to read as follows: 

" Sec. 25. At the time specified in Section 24 of this chapter. Proceedings to 

be observed in 

the senate shall be called to order by the lieutenant-governor, organizing the 

senate. 

or in his absence by the secretary of state. The roll of members 
as appears by said list of senators shall then be called by the 
clerk, and said list shall be corrected by the secretary of state 
as hereinbefore provided. In the absence of the lieutenant- 
governor, the senate shall then proceed to elect one of their 
members to preside. If twenty of the members whose names 
appear upon said lists are present, but not otherwise, the 
senate then shall organize by electing a clerk, and shall forthwith 
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Proceedings to 
be observed in 
organizing the 
house of repre- 
sentatives. 



Speaker, how 
chosen. 



Penalty for 
violating pro- 
visions of this 
section. 



notify said house of representatives that it is duly organized 
and ready to proceed with the business of the session. Said 
clerk shall hold office for two years, and until his successor is 
elected and qualified." 

Sec. 5. Section 26 of Chapter 25 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 
as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 26. At the time specified in Section 24 of this chapter 
the house of representatives shall be called to order by the 
senior member in continuous service present from Newport, 
and if there be two or more members from Newport of equal 
seniority of service, then by that one of them who shall be senior 
in age, and, if there is no member present from Newport, by 
the senior member of said house in continuous service present, 
and, if there be two or more members of equal seniority of service, 
then by that one of them who shall be senior in age. The 
roll of members as appears by said list of representatives shall 
then be called by the reading clerk, and said list shall be corrected 
by the reading clerk, as hereinbefore provided. If it shall 
appear that fifty-one of the members whose names are upon said 
list are present, but not otherwise, the member calling the 
house of representatives to order as hereinbefore provided 
shall call for nominations for the office of speaker, and shall 
receive the ballots of the members whose names are on said 
list for that office, and after said ballots have been counted by 
him and by the clerks of said house, he shall declare the result 
and the balloting shall continue until some person shall receive 
a majority of all the ballots cast, and the person receiving such 
majority shall be the speaker of said house for the ensuing term 
of two years. The members so calling said house to order shall 
not receive, entertain, or put to vote, any motion or question 
whatever, or point of order, while acting as presiding officer, 
and any such member violating any of the foregoing provisions 
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of this section, or allowing any person whose name is not upon 
said list to participate in the organization of said house or to 
cast any ballot for speaker, or who shall allow to be used in 
the organization of said house any list of members not prepared 
and corrected as provided in this chapter, shall be imprisoned 
not less than one year nor more than three years; and any clerk 
or other person who shall use any such list in the organization 
of^uch house, or who shall fraudulently alter, secrete or destroy 
any list of members, prepared, or prepared and corrected, as 
hereinbefor'e provided, shall be pimished by like imprisonment. 
Immediately upon the election of a speaker, the house of cierkstobe 

elected by 

representatives shall proceed to elect by ballot a readmg clerk house, and sen- 

* A V c» ^^ notified of 

and a recording clerk, and upon the election of a speaker and organisation. 
clerks as herein provided, said house shall be deemed to be 
organized and shall forthwith notify the senate that it is duly 
organized and ready to proceed with the business of the session. 
Said clerks shall hold office for two years, and until their suc- 
cessors are elected and qualified. '' 

Sec. 6. Chapter 25 of the General Laws, as amended by 
Section 34 of Chapter 640 of the Public Laws, passed at the 
August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby further amended by adding 
thereto the following sections to be numbered Sections 35 and 
36. 

"Sec. 35. On the first Tuesday in January, A. D. 1915, President pro 

tem.'pore to be 

and on the first Tuesday in January, biennially, thereafter, a elected bien- 

•^ ' ' nially by the 

president yro tempore of the seriate shall be elected for a term of ^'***®- 
two years.'' 

"Sec. 36. In the month of January, A. D. 1915, and in the Committees of 

house and sen- 

month of January, biennially, thereafter, the senate shall elect bienni^y^^**^** 
its committees or provide by rule for their appointment, and 
the house or representatives shall elect its committees or provide 
by rule for their appointment.'' 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 1060. 



Approved AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTION 18 OF CHAPTER 7 OF 

Mav 1 1914 

^-^ — THE GENERAL LAWS, ENTITLED "OF THE REGISTERING, 

LISTING AND RETURNING LISTS OF VOTERS AND OF PROOF 
OF THEIR QUALIFICATION TO VOTE," AS AMENDED BY 
SECTION 1 OF CHAPTER 640 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED 
AT THE AUGUST SESSION, A. D. 1910. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 18 of Chapter 7 of the General Laws, 

as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 640 of the PubUc Laws, 

. passed at the August session, A. D. 1910, is hereby amended so 

as to read as follows : 

Assessors of "Sec. 18. In the city of Providence, the assessors of taxes 

Providence to 

deliver to board ghaH aimually, on or before the fifteenth day of September, 

of canvassers, "^ ' ./ j. / 

S?SS?^MM^^ certify and deliver to the board of canvassers and registration 

of said city a copy of the tax assessment of said city, which copy 
shall in addition specify the residence by street and number of 
each person resident in said city by them assessed, or the street 
location of the land assessed, in case the residence of the owner 
cannot be ascertained.'* 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



ment. 



Approved 
May 4, 1914. 



CHAPTER 1113. 

AN ACT TRANSFERRING THE DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE RELATIVE TO 
CAUCUSES AND ELECTIONS TO THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
AND REGISTRATION OF SAID CITY. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. All the duties and powers imposed and conferred 
upon the city clerk of the city of Providence by general or special 
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hw relative to the issuance of warrants; the calling of ward, ^^"^^^^1,^0^. 
representative-district, and voting-district meetings for the ekStfoM^trrn^ 
election of officers and giving notice thereof by advertisement of canvasses 

and registra- 

and posting the same; the receipt of certificates of nomination taon of said city, 
and nomination-papers and requests for the withdrawal of 
the names of any candidates, and nominations in substitution 
of candidates so withdrawing; the preparation and printing 
of ballots and the distribution of the same; the certification 
to the secretary of state of the number of voters then qualified 
to vote in each voting-district; the preparation and distribution 
of specimen ballots and instruction sheets and the posting of 
the same; the furnishing of any supplies necessary for use 
at any caucus or election; the receipt and delivery of ballots, 
together with the specimen ballots and instruction sheets 
prepared and sent by the secretary of state; the delivery to 
the warden or moderator of each voting place of the ballots 
prepared, sealed and marked for each such voting-place and the 
receipt therefor of such delivery from the warden or moderator 
present; the receipt of the record book of the election officers; 
the issuance of certificates of election to officers elected; the 
preparation of ballots in the case of adjourned or secondary 
elections; the ordering of new elections to fill vacancies in the 
office of senator or representative in the general assembly, or 
in the case of a new election for a representative in congress; 
and any and all other his duties and powers relative to caucuses, 
the preparation of ballots and elections in said city of Provi- 
dence, are hereby transferred to and imposed and conferred 
upon the board of canvassers and registration of said city of 
Providence. Said board of canvassers and registration shall 
perform and execute all such duties and powers according to 
law and shall each be liable for any and all penalties imposed 
by law for any failure so to do. 
Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
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CHAPTER 1121. 



Approved 
April 16, 1914. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 5 AND 9 OF CHAP- 
TER 475 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE JANUARY 
SESSION, A. D. 1909, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELATION TO 
THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE TOWN OF BRISTOL/' 



Political party 
defined. 



Method of 
electing town 
committee, and 
powers and 
duties thereof. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows. 

Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 475 of the Public Laws 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1909, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

"Section 1. In the town of Bristol, the caucuses of all 
pohtical parties shall be held in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, and such provisions shall apply only in said town. 
For the purpose of this act, a political party is hereby defined to 
be one which at the next preceding election of state officers 
cast for its candidate for governor at least two per cent, of all 
the votes cast in the state for that ofiicer. Caucus and con- 
vention nominations shall be made only by political parties/' 

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Chapter 475 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1909, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in 
said town shall biennially, at the caucus held to elect delegates 
to the convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect 
a town conmaittee for such town. Each town committee shall, 
within ten days after its organization, file with the secretary 
of state a list of its officers and members. The general manage- 
ment of the affairs of each political party in such town shall 
be vested in its town committee, subject to the rules and regula- 
tion which the state committee of such political party shall 
make. Any vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the 
membership of said town conmaittee shall be filled by such 
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committee. A statement thereof shall be filed as in the case 
of officers and members first chosen. Town committees shall 
hold office from the date of their election mitil the next biennial 
election of such committees and thereafter mitil their successors 
have organized. Town committees may make regulations, not 
inconsistent with law, to determine membership in the party 
and to restrain those not entitled to vote at caucuses called by 
them from taking part therein, and such regulations shall be 
furnished to and shall govern the officers by this act charged with 
the duty of preparing caucus voting Usts in the preparation of 
such lists, so far as they are not in conflict with the provisions 
of this chapter. Each town committee shall attend the caucuses 
of the party to which it belongs, to perform the duties herein 
imposed upon it. " 

Sec. 3. Section 5 of Chapter 475 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1909, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 5. No caucus, excepts a caucus adjourned under the caucuses, when 

to be held 

provisions of Section 14 of this act, shall be held within two days, 
exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last day for filing 
the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, nor shall any 
political party hold caucuses on successive days. All caucuses 
held to elect delegates to the convention to nominate a candidate 
for governor and to nominate csindidates for the general assembly 
from said town, excepting those caucuses necessary for a special 
election, shall be held after the second Thursday next after the 
first Monday in September, biennially. All caucuses held to 
nominate candidates for town officers in sajd town, excepting 
those caucuses necessary for a special election, shall be held 
within twenty-five days of the second Wednesday in March in 
each year. Caucuses necessary for a special election shall be 
held not more thsin ten days before nor within two days, 
exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last day for filing 
the certificates of the nomins^tigng pf gucb caucuses." 
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preparing and 
canvassing of. 



Sec. 4. Section 9 of Chapter 475 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A.^ D. 1909, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the 
votmg lists for use at all caucuses held in said town. At all 
caucuses the voting lists as last published or canvassed accord- 
ing to law by the board of canvassers of said town shall be used, 
corrected as hereinafter provided. The board of canvassers 
in said town shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh 
day preceding the Tuesday next after the .first Monday in 
November in each year in which an election of state officers 
is held and on the twenty-seventh day preceding the second 
Wednesday in March in each year, and also on a day not more 
than five days prior to the earliest day lawfully selected by 
any political party for the holding of caucuses made necessary 
by a special election in such town, to canvass and correct the 
voting lists of electors qualified. Notice of said canvass 
meetings shall be given in such manner as such board of canvas- 
sers shall respectively prescribe. " 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1132. 



Approved 
April 28. 1914. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 1, 2 AND 5 OF CHAP- 
TER 746 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE JANUARY 
SESSION, A. D. 1911, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELATION 
TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE TOWN OF EAST 
PROVIDENCE." 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 



Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 746 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows; 
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"Section 1. In the town of East Providence, the caucuses PoUticai party 

defined. 

of all political parties shall be held in accordance with the 
provisions of this act. For the purposes of this act, a political 
party is hereby defined to be one which at the next preceding 
election of state officers cast for its candidate for governor at 
least two per cent, of all the votes cast in the state for that 
officer. Caucus and convention nominations shall be made only 
by poUtical parties/' 

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Chapter 746 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in Method of eiect- 
said town shall biennially, at the caucus held to elect delegates l^tteeTwS"^" 

powers and 

to the convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect duties thereof, 
a town conmiittee for such town. Each town committee shall, 
within ten days after its organization, file with the secretary 
of state a Ust of its officers and members. The general manage- 
ment of the affairs of each political party in such town shall 
be vested in its town conmiittee, subject to the rules and regula- 
tions which the state committee of such political party shall 
make. Any vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the 
membership of said town conmiittee shall be filled by such 
committee. A statement thereof shall be filed as in the case 
of officers and members first chosen. Town committees shall 
hold office from the date of their election until the next biennial 
election of such town committees and thereafter until their 
successors have organized. Town committees may make regu- 
lations, not inconsistent with law, to determine membership 
m the party and to restrain those not entitled to vote at caucuses 
called by them from taking part therein, and such regulations 
shall be furnished to and shall govern the officers by this act 
charged with the duty of preparing caucus voting lists in the 
preparation of such lists, so far as they are not in conflict with 
the provisions of this act. Each town committee shall attend 
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the caucuses of the party to which it belongs, to perform the 
duties herein imposed upon it/' 

Sec. 3. Section 5 of Chapter 746 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 
Caucuaes, when "Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the 

to be held. ' ^ ' 

provisions of Section 14 of this act, shall be held within two days, 
exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last days for 
filing the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, nor shall 
any political party hold caucuses on successive days. All cau- 
cuses, excepting those caucuses necessary for a special election, 
shall be held after the second Thursday next after the first 
Monday in September. All caucuses held to nominate candi- 
dates for town officers in said town, excepting those caucuses 
necessary for a special election, shall be held within twenty-five 
days of the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
in each year. Caucuses necessary for a special election shall 
be held not more than ten days before, nor within two days, 
exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last day for filing 
the certificates of the nominations of such caucuses. " 

Sec. 4. Section 7 of Chapter 746 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows : 
Duties of "Sec. 7. The caucus chairman appointed as hereinbefore 

caucus officers. 

provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to order, 
and shall preside thereat. Each caucus clerk shall check the 
voting-list of the voting-district in which he is appointed to 
serve. In case a caucus chairman is absent at the time at which 
the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus chairman becomes 
incapacitated dining the holding of the caucus, the town com- 
mittee, or a majority of the members thereof present at such 
caucus, shall appoint a qualified elector of such party residing 
in said town or representativendistrict as caucus chairman for 
such caucus. K no member of the town committee is present. 
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the clerk of the first voting-district in such town, or in case of 
his absence or incapacity, then of the voting-district clerks 
present the one next in numerical order of the districts, shall 
call the meeting to order, and the electors present shall elect 
some qualified person as caucus chairman of such caucus. 
In case a caucus clerk is absent at the time at which the caucus 
has been called, or in case a caucus clerk becomes incapacitated 
from performing his duties as such during the holding of the 
caucus, the town committee of said town, or such majority 
thereof, shall appoint some qualified elector of the town or 
representative-district as such caucus clerk. K no member of 
the town committee is present, the caucus chairman shall 
appoint some qualified elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All 
caucuses shall be called to order at 7 o'clock P. M., the polls 
shall be open at or before 7 :30 P. M., and the ballot boxes shall 
be opened and the interior thereof exposed to the view of all 
present by the chairman before any ballots are cast. Any 
necessary business not finished at 7.30 P. M., shall be postponed 
until after the polls are closed and the result of the balloting 
announced. The polls shall be kept open until 10 P. M., and 
no longer : Provided, however, that in the event of but one nomi- 
nation for each political office the polls shall be kept open thirty 
minutes. Except for the filling of vacancies in the office of 
caucus chairman and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore provided 
in this section, a ballot shall be required for the choice of all 
candidates for elective offices, for delegates to conventions, 
and for members of town conunittees, to be elected by such 
caucuses. All ballots shall be printed or written on white 
paper, of uniform size, to be determined by the town conmiittee 
of each political party in said town, and no tissue paper shall 
be used for any caucus ballot. The names of all candidates 
for which any elector shall vote at any caucus shall be written 
or printed upon one ballot. " - 
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Sec. 5. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1133. 
Api>roved AN ACT FIXING THE TIME FOR THE ELECTION OF TOWN 

Apnl 1, 1914. 

OFFICERS IN THE TOWN OF JOHNSTON. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 
Town of John- SECTION 1. The elcctors of the town of Johnston, on the 

ston, certain 

wh^naSThSw' ^^ Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the 
elected. ^^^ jgj^^ ^^^ biennially thereafter, shall by ballot elect a 

moderator, a town clerk, seven councilmen, a town treasurer and 
a town sergeant. The electors of said town at the annual 
election in the year 1914, and every four years thereafter, shall 
by ballot elect one member of the school committee for the term 
of four years. At the biennial election in the year 1916, and 
every four years thereafter, the electors of said town shall elect 
two members of the school conmiittee for the term of four years. 
The electors of said town at the annual election in 1914, and 
every four years thereafter, shall by ballot elect one member of 
the board of tax assessors for the term of four years, and at the 
biennial election in 1916, and every four years thereafter, shall 
by ballot elect two members of the board of tax assessors for 
the term of four years The electors in each voting-district 
in said town on the first Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November, in the year 1914, and biennially thereafter, shall by 
ballot elect a district moderator and a district clerk to hold their 
respective offices for two years. All the officers whose election 
is provided for in this section shall be voted for on one ballot 
and the polls shall be kept open from 6 :30 o'clock in the forenoon 
until 7 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Town council to g^c. 2. Upon the cxpiration of the term of office of any 

fill vacancies, f r- j 

^^^^' existing officer of said town, who was elected by the people for 
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a term of more than one year, or of his successor in said office 
elected or appointed to fill such vacancy, the town council of 
such town shall elect some person to fill such office until the 
next biennial election and until his successor is elected and 
qualified; and the person so elected to such office shall have all 
the powers and duties of, and be subject to all the limitations 
provided by law for like officers elected by the people. 
Sec. 3. The town council of said town shall annually elect Town council to 

/ elect certain 

all town officers whose election is not provided for by Section 1 officers, when. 
of this act, and all such officers so elected shall have all the 
authority and be subject to all the duties appertaining by law 
to their several offices. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts and all provisions of any special laws 
affecting said town inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1135. 

AN ACT FIXING THE TIME FOR THE ELECTION OF TOWN Approved 
OFFICERS IN THE TOWN OF LINCOLN. ^^^ ^' ^^^^ 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The electors of the town of Lincoln on the first Town of un- 
Tuesday in June in the year 1915, and biennially thereafter, towA officers of , 

when and how 

shall by ballot elect a town clerk, a town treasurer, and five eie^*®** 
councilmen. The electors of said town on the first Tuesday in 
June, in the year 1915, and every four years thereafter, shall 
by ballot elect two members of the school committee and one 
member of the board of tax assessors, each for the term of four 
years. At the biennial election of town officers on the first 
Tuesday in June, in the year 1917, and every four years there- 
after, the electors of said town shall by ballot elect three mem- 
bers of the school committee and two members of the board of 
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tax assessors each for the term of four years. The electors in 
each voting-district in said town on the first Tuesday in June, 
in the year 1915, and biennially in June thereafter, shall by ballot 
elect a district moderator and district clerk to hold their respec- 
tive ofiices for the term of two years. 
Town council Sec. 2. Udou the expiration of the term of office of any 

to fill vacancies, x- x- j 

when. existing officer of said town, who was elected by the people for 

a term of mor^ than one year, or of his successor in said office 
' elected or appointed to fill such vacancy, the town council of 
such town shall elect some person to fill such office until the 
next biennial election of town officers and until his successor 
is elected and qualified; and the person so elected to such office 
shall have all the i)owers and duties of, and be subject to all the 
limitations provided by law for like officers elected by the people. 

de^cSrtSf ^ Sec. 3. The town coimcil of said town shall annually elect 

cere, w en. ^ town officcrs whosc clectiou is not provided for by Section 1 

of this act, and all such officers so elected shall have all the 

authority and be subject to all the duties appertaining by law 

to their several offices. 

Jff^ctiJewh^ Sec. 4. This act shall take effect when accepted by a 
dectore. ^ * ^ majority vote of the electors of said town of Lincoln present 
• and voting at the annual election for town officers to be held 
on the first Tuesday in June, A. D. 1914. The town clerk of 
said town of Lincoln shall cause to be printed on the official 
ballots used in the aforesaid election the question, "Shall the 
town of Lincoln approve and adopt the act, entitled 'An act 
fixing the time for the election of town officers in the town of 
Lincoln, ' passed at the January session, A. D. 1914, " and at the 
right of said question shall be the usual square in which shall 
be printed the word "Yes," and under the word "Yes," the word 
"No," and there shall be also in the square at the right of said 
words "Yes" and "No," a sufficient space in which the voter 
may indicate his approval by a cross (X) mark at the right of 
the word "Yes," or his disapproval by the same mark at the 
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right of the word "No." If a majority of all the qualified 
electors votmg on said question vote "Yes," this act shall be 
accepted. The votes shall be counted and the result ascertained 
in the same manner as the votes for town oflBlcers are counted and 
the result ascertained. 

Sec. 5. Section 4 of this act shall take effect upon its 
passage. 



CHAPTER 1144. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 1, 2 AND 5 OF CHAPTER ^pp^^^ 
891 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE JANUARY SES- ApSm 1914. 
SION, A. D. 1912, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELATION TO 
THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE TOWN OF NORTH 
SMITHFIELD. " 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 891 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1912, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

"Section 1. In the town of North Smithfield the caucuses Pouticai party 
of all political parties shall be held in accordance with the provis- 
ions of this act. For the purposes of this act, a political party 
is hereby defined to be one which at the next preceding election 
of state officers cast for its candidate for governor at least 
two per cent, of all the votes cast in the state for that officer. 
Caucus and convention nominations shall be made only by 
political parties. " 

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Chapter 891 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1912, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in Me^odof 

^ -"^ ■»^ " electing town 

said town shall biennially, at the caucus held to elect delegates ^^*J;S *''*^ 
to the convention to nominate ^ p^jididate for governor, elect "*** ^^° ' 
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a town committee for such town. Each town committee shall, 
within ten days after its organization, file with the secretary of 
state a list of its officers and members. The general management 
of the affairs of each political party in such town shall be vested 
in its town committee, subject to the rules and regulations which 
the state committee of such political party shall make. Any 
vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the membership 
of said town committee shail be filled by such committee. A 
statement thereof shall be filed as in the case of officers and 
members first chosen. Town committees shall hold office from 
the date of their election until the next biennial election of 
such conmiittees and thereafter until their successors have 
organized. Town committees may make regulations, not incon- 
sistent with law, to determine membership in the party and to 
restrain those not entitled to vote at caucuses called by them 
from taking part therein, and such regulations shall be furnished 
to and shall govern the officers by this act charged with the 
duty of preparing caucus voting lists in the preparation of such 
lists, so far as they are not in conflict with the provisions of this 
act. Each town conmiittee shall attend the caucuses of the 
party to which it belongs, to perform the duties herein imposed 
upon it." 

Sec. 3. Section 5 of Chapter 891 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1912, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

to*tebS.^**^" "Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the 
provisions of Section 14 of this act, shall be held within two 
days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last day 
for filing the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, nor 
shall any political party hold caucuses on successive days. 
All caucuses, excepting those caucuses necessary for a special 
election, shall be held after the second Thursday next after the 
first Monday in September. All caucuses held to nominate 
cwidid9,tes for tgwn officers in §aid town, excepting those 
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caucuses necessary for a special election, shall be held within 
twenty-five days of the Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November in each year. Caucuses necessary for a special 
election shall be held not more than ten days before, nor within 
two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal hoUdays, of the last 
day for filing the certificates of the nominations of such caucuses. 
Sec. 4. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 1149. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 5 AND 9 OF CHAP- Approved 
TER 762 OF THE PUBLIC LAWS, PASSED AT THE JANUARY ^p"^ 2^' ^^^^- 



SESSION, A. D. 1911, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELATION TO 
THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE TOWN OF TIVERTON. '' 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 762 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

"Section 1. In the town of Tiverton, the caucuses of all Political party, 

defined. 

political parties shall be held in accordance with the provisions 
of this act. For the purposes of this act, a political party is 
hereby defined to be one which at the next preceding election 
of state officers cast for its candidate for governor at least two 
per cent, of all the votes cast in the state for that officer. Caucus 
and convention nominations shall be made only by political 
parties.'' 

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Chapter 762 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in Method of 

electing town 

said town shall biennially, at the caucus held to elect delegates committee, 

*^ and powers and 

to the convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect **"**®* thereof. 
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Vacancies. 



Caucuses, 
when to be 
held. 



a town committee for such town. Each town committee shall, 
withia ten days after its orgaaization, file with the secretary 
of state a list of its officers and members. The general manage- 
ment of the affairs of each political party in such town shall 
be vested in its town conmiittee, subject to the rules and regu- 
lations which the state committee of such political party shall 
make. Any vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the 
membership of said town committee shall be filled by such com- 
mittee. A statement thereof shall be filed as in the case of 
officers and members, first chosen. Town conmiittees shall 
hold office from the date of their election imtil the next 
biennial election of such conmiittees and thereafter until their 
successors have organized. Town committees may make 
regulations, not inconsistent with law, to determine membership 
m the party and to restram those not entitled to vote at caucuses 
called by them from taking part therein, and such regulations 
shall be furnished to and shall govern the officers by this act 
charged with the duty of preparing caucus voting hsts in the 
preparation of such Usts, so far as they are not in conflict with 
the provisions of this act. Each town conmiittee shall attend 
the caucuses of the party to which it belongs, to perform the 
duties herein imposed upon it. " 

Sec. 3 Section 5 of Chapter 762 of the Public Laws, passed 
at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

"Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned imder the 
provisions of Section 14 of thi? act, shall be held withm two days, 
exclusive of Simdays and legal holidays, of the last day for filing 
the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, nor shall any 
political party hold caucuses on successive days. All caucuses 
held to elect delegates to the convention to nominate a candi- 
date for governor, and to nomioate candidates for the 
general assembly from said town, excepting those caucuses 
necessary for a special election, shall be held after the 
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second Thursday next after the first Monday in September, 
biennially. All caucuses held to nominate candidates 
for town officers in said town, excepting those caucuses 
necessary for a special election, shall be held within twenty-five 
days of the first Wednesday in April in each year. Caucuses 
necessary for a special election shall be held not more than ten 
days before, nor within two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal 
holidays, of the last day for filing the certificates of the nomina- 
tions of such caucuses. " 

Sec. 4. Section 9 of Chapter 762 of the Public Laws, 
passed at the January session, A. D. 1911, is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows : 

" Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the voting Preparing and 
lists for use at all caucuses held in said town. At all caucuses voting usts. 
the voting lists as last published or canvassed according to 
law by the boards of canvassers of said town shall be used, 
corrected as hereinafter provided. The board of canvassers 
in said town shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh 
day preceding the Tuesday next after the first Monday in No- 
vember in each year in which an election of state officers is held 
and on the twenty-seventh day preceding the first Wednesday 
in April in each year, and also on a day not more than five 
days prior to the earliest day lawfully selected by any political 
party for the holding of caucuses made necessary by a special 
election in such town, to canvass and correct the voting lists 
of electors qualified. Notice of said canvass meetings shall 
be given in such manner as such boards of canvassers shall 
respectively prescribe." 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 1152. 



Approved 
May 4, 1914. 



AN ACT FIXING THE TIME FOR THE ELECTION OF TOWN 
OFFICERS IN THE TOWN OF WARWICK. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 



Town oflficers in 
town of War- 



Section 1. The electors of the town of Warwick on the 
hiw eilcted*'^** Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 

1914, and biennially thereafter, shall in district meetings as 
now provided by law, by ballot elect five district moderators, 
five district clerks, a town clerk, a council of five members, a 
town treasurer, a town sergeant and an overseer of the poor, 
each to serve for two years, and until their successors are elected 
and qualified. The electors of said town at the annual election 
in the year 1914, and quadrennially thereafter, shall by ballot 
elect a member of the school conmiittee, a member of the board 
of tax assessors, and a member of the board of police commis- 
sioners, each for the term of four years, and until their successors 
are elected and qualified; and at the biennial election in the year 
1916, and quadrennially thereafter, shall in like manner, elect 
two members of the school committee, two members of the board 
of tax assessors and two members of the board of police commis- 
sioners, each for a term of four years, and imtil their successors 
are elected and qualified. All officers whose election is provided 
for in this section shall be voted for on one ballot. 

Sec. 2. The town council of said town at its first meeting 
held after election, shall for a term*of two years elect town officers 
whose election is not provided for by Section 1 of this act, and 
all said officers so elected shall have all the authority and be 
subject to all the duties appertaining by law to their several 
offices. 

Sec. 3. The members of the school committee, the members 
of the board of tax assessors, and the member of the board of 
police conmiissioners elected by the people in the year 1913 for the 



Town officers 
elected by 
town council. 



Certain town 
officers con- 
tinued in office. 
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term of two years, or their successors in office, are hereby 
continued in office until the Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November, A. D. 1916, and thereafter until their successors 
are elected aud qualified, with all the powers and duties and sub- 
ject to all the limitations and liabilities provided by law for like 
officers elected by the people, and shall receive a pro rata 
compensation for their increased term of service, based upon 
their compensation provided by law. All other officers of said 
town who were elected by the people in the year 1913 and not 
otherwise provided for in this act, shall hold office during the 
respective terms for which they were elected and thereafter until 
their successors are elected and qualified. 

Sec. 4. All provisions of any special laws in relation to said 
town inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed, and this act 
shall take effect upon its passage. 



CHAPTER 1154. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 1109 OF THE PUBLIC Approved 
LAWS, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE ELEC- M^yi'J?!^ 
TION OF TOWN OFFICERS IN THE TOWN OF WEST 
GREENWICH," PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSION, A. D. 
1892, AS AMENDED BY CHAPTER 1394 OF THE PUBLIC 
LAWS, PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSION, A. D. 1906. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 1109 of the Public Laws, passed at the 
January session, A. D. 1892, entitled ''An act in relation to the 
election of town officers in the town of West Greenwich," as 
amended by Chapter 1394 of the Public Laws, passed at the 
January session, A. D. 1906, is hereby amended so as to read as 
follows: 



56 



ELECTION LAWS. 



Town election 
in West Green- 
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held. 



Polls open. 



Town council 
to elect certain 
officers, when. 



Powers and 
duties conferred 
by Chapter 49, 
General Laws 
conferred upon 
town of West 
Greenwich. 



Certain officers 
continued in 
office. 



"Section 1. The electors of the town of West Greenwich 
on the first Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, 
in the year 1914, and biennially thereafter, shall by ballot, elect 
a moderator, a town clerk, a town treasurer, a town sergeant, 
five councilmen, three justices of the peace^ three assessors of 
taxes, and an overseer of the poor. The electors of said town 
on the first Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, 
in the year 1914, shall by ballot elect one member of the school 
committee for the term of four years, and at the biennial election 
in the year 1916, shall in like manner elect two members of the 
school committee for a term of four years, and thereafter in like 
manner and for like terms in each succeeding biennial election 
as their respective terms shall expire. All officers whose election 
is provided for in this section shall be voted for on one ballot, 
and the polls shall be kept open from ten o'clock in the forenoon 
until two o'clock in the afternoon. 

"Sec. 2. The town coimcil of said town at its first meeting 
held after its election or at any time to which said meeting shall 
be adjourned, shall elect town officers whose election is not pro- 
vided for by Section 1 of this act, and all town officers who for 
any reason fail to be elected at said town meeting, and all such 
officers so elected shall have all the authority and be subject 
to all the duties appertaining by law to their several offices. 

"Sec. 3. The powers and duties conferred by Chapter 49 
of the General Laws, upon towns which hold elections for town 
officers on the first Tuesday next after the first Monday in No- 
vember, annually, are hereby conferred upon the town of West 
Greenwich for the biennial elections herein provided for, and 
the town council may elect an assistant moderator to act until 
the electors shall elect a person to fill such office. 

"Sec. 4. The officers of said town who were elected by the 
people in the year 1913 for the term of one year, or their succes- 
sors in office, are hereby continued in office imtil the^ first 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, A. D. 1914; 
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and the member of the school committee who was elected 
by the people in the year 1911 for the term of three years is 
hereby continued in office until the first Tuesday next after the 
first Monday in November, A. D. 1914, and thereafter until his 
successor is elected and qualified; and the member of the school 
conunittee who was elected by the people in the year 1912 for 
the term of three years is hereby continued in office until the 
first Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, A. D. 
1916^ and thereafter until his successor is elected and qualified; 
and the member of the school committee who was elected by 
the people in the year 1913 for the term of three years is hereby 
continued in office until the first Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November, A. D. 1916, and thereafter until his 
successor is elected and quaUfied." 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon and after its passage, 
and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 



CHAPTER 1156. 



AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN Approved 

THE TOWN OF WEST WARWICK. ^''^ ^' ^^^^' 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 
Section 1. In the town of West Warwick the caucuses PoUticaipany 

defined. 

of all political parties shall be held in accordance with the 
provisions of this act. For the purposes of this act, a political 
party is hereby defined to be one which at the next preceding 
election of state officers cast for its candidate for governor at 
least two per cent of all the votes cast in the state for that ofiicer. 
Caucus and convention nominations shall be made only by 
political parties. 

Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in Distnctcom- 

ixiitveei now 

each representative-district of said town shall, annually, at «i®<^*®^- 

8 
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the caucus held in each representative-district of said town to 
elect delegates to a convention to nominate a town council and 
other town oflScers, elect a district committee iot each represen- 
tative-district of said town. 

The members oi the several district committees of the same 
pohtical party shall constitute the town committee of such 
political party for that town. Each town committee shall 
within ten days after its organization file with the secretary of 
state a list of its officers and members. They shall also file a 
like Hst with the town clerk of said town. 

The general management of the affairs of each political party 
in said town shall be vested in its town committee, subject to 
the rules and regulations which the state committee of such 
political party shall make. Any vacancies occurring in any of 
the offices or in the membership of said town committtee 
shall be filled by such committee, and any vacancy occurring 
in the membership of a district conmiittee shall be filled by the 
remammg members of such district committee. A statement 
of such action of any committee thereof shall be filed as in the 
case of officers and members first chosen. District and town 
committees shall hold office from the date of their election until 
the next annual election of such committees and thereafter 
until their successors shall have organized. Town committees 
may make regulations, not inconsistent with law, to determine 
membership in the party and to restrain those not entitled to 
vote at caucuses called by them from taking part therein, and 
such regulations shall be furnished to and shall govern the officers 
by this act charged with the duty of preparing caucus voting 
lists in the preparation of such lists so far as they are not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act. Each district committee 
shall attend the caucuses of the party to which it belongs 
held in the district from which it was elected to perform the 
duties herein imposed upon it. 
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Sec. 3. All caucuses shall be held in said town at the call of ^{J^** **°^ 
the town committee of the political party holding such caucuses. 
The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than five days 
prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall state the 
places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour of holding 
the same, the time during which the polls are to be open, the 
business to be transacted thereat and the uniform size of the 
ballots to be used at said caucus and copies of said call shall be 
posted at least four days prior to the holding of said caucus in 
six or more public places in said town. No two political parties 
shall hold their caucuses on the same day. 

Sec. 4. At least ten days previous to the date on which a Town derk to 
political party desires to hold its caucus in said town the chair- date^^of caucus 

and to furnish 

man of the town committee of such poUtical party shall notify poUii^ places 

therefor. 

in writing, the town clerk of the date selected for such caucus, by 
said committee and the political party first making such selec- 
tion and notification for a certain date shall be entitled to hold 
its caucus on that date, if such date is one on which caucuses 
may lawfully be held. If such date be one previously so selected 
and notified by some other political party, or is one on which a 
caucus may not lawfully be held, such chairman shall be 
immediately notified in writmg, of the fact by the town clerk, and 
such chairman shall select and make notification of another 
date. It shall be the duty of said town clerk, in and at the 
expense of said town to provide polling places as are necessary in 
said town for said caucuses, and to notify in writmg such chair- 
man as to the place so provided at least seven days prior to 
the date of such caucuses. 

Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the caucuses, when 
provisions of Section 16 of this act, shall be held withm two days, *° ^ ^"^*^' 
exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last day for filing 
the certificate of nominations of such caucus, nor shall any 
political party hold caucuses on successive days. All caucuses 
excepting those caucuses necessary for a special election, shall 
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be held after the second Thursday next after the first Monday in 
September m each year. All caucuses held to nonunate candi- 
dates for town officers in said town, excepting those caucuses 
necessary for a special election, shall be held within twenty-five 
days of the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
in each year. Caucuses necessary for a si)ecial election shall 
be held not more than ten days before, nor within two days, 
exclusive, of Sundays aud legal holidays, of the last day for 
filing the certificates of the nominations of such caucuses. 

Sec. 6. The town committee of each pplitical party in said 
town shall, at least two days prior to holding the first caucus 
next after the first Monday in September, appoint a caucus 
moderator and a caucus clerk for each representative-district, 
who shall be qualified electors of such district and members of 
such pohtical party: Provided , however j that the moderator 
and clerk of the representative-district shall perform the duties 
of caucus moderator and clerk at the caucuses of their own 
political party. 

Each conmiittee making such appointment shall file with the 
town clerk at least one day previous to the date selected by its 
party for holding any caucus, the names of the persons appointed 
by them caucus officers as aforesaid; and all caucus officers so 
appointed shall hold office until the first day in January next 
succeeding their appointment and thereafter until their succes- 
sors are appointed and shall have the same powers and duties, 
in the conduct of caucuses as are conferred and imposed by 
law upon similar officers of elective meetings. 

In case of a change of the lines of a representative-district, or 
of a redivision of any representative-district thereof into voting 
districts, the town committee of each political party thereof 
may revoke such appointments by them respectively made in 
the case of all caucus moderators and clerks who by reason of 
such change or redivision become inehgible to serve on account 
of residence and appoint others in their stead, and the town com- 
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mittee of each political party shall appoint a caucus moderator, 
and in each new representative-district or voting-district so 
created, if necessary, the town committee of each political party 
shall appoint a caucus moderator and clerk. 

Sec. 7. The caucus moderator appointed or acting as herein- Duties of 
before provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to ®*"°"*° ^"* 
order, and shall preside thereat. Each caucus clerk shall check 
the voting list of the district in which he serves In case a cau- 
cus moderator is absent at the time at which the caucus has been 
called, or in case a caucus moderator becomes incapacitated 
during the holding of the caucus, the district committee or 
a majority of the members thereof present at such caucus, 
shall appoint a qualified elector of such party residing in the rep- 
resentative-district as caucus moderator for such caucus. If no 
member of the district committee is present the clerk shall call 
the meeting to order, and the electors present shall elect some 
qualified person as caucus moderator of such caucus. In case a 
caucus clerk is absent at the time at which the caucus has been 
called or in case a caucus clerk becomes incapacitated from per- 
forming his duties as such during the holding of the caucus, the 
district committee of such district, or such majority thereof, 
shall appoint some qualified elector of the representative- 
district as such caucus clerk. If no member of the district 
committee be present, the caucus moderator shall appoint some 
qualified elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses shall 
be called to order at 7:00 o'clock P. *M. The polls shall be whiih'^^u? 
opened at or before 7:30 o'clock P. M., and the ballot boxes ^.^°^° 
shall be opened and the interior thereof exposed to the 
view of all present by the moderator before any ballots are cast. 
Any necessary business not finished at 7:30 P. M., shall 
be postponed until after the polls are closed and the result 
of the balloting announced. The polls shall be kept open until 
10: 00 o'clock P. M., and no longer: Provided, however, that in 
the event of but one nominated for each political ofiice the polls 
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Who may dot 
participate in 
caucus. 



Exception. 



shall be kept open thirty minutes. Except for the filling of 
vacajicies in the office of caucus moderator and caucus clerk as 
hereinbefore provided in this section, a ballot shall be required 
for the choice of all candidates for elective offices, for delegates 
to convention, and for members of district conunittee to be 

uSot °^ ^^^*^^ elected by such caucus. All ballots shall be printed on white 

paper, of uniform size, to be determined by the town committee 
of each political party in said town, and no tissue paper shall 
be used for any caucus ballot. The names of all candidates 
for which any elector shall vote at any caucus shall be written 
or printed on one ballot. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be entitled to vote or take part in 
the caucus of any political party who within fourteen calendar 
months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any other 
political party or has signed nomination-papers of a candidate or 
candidates for any elective office: Provided, however, that 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to caucuses which 
may be held in said town in the year 1914. 

No person who has voted in the caucus of any political party 
shall be eligible to sign any nomination-paper containing 
nominations of candidates within foiuiieen calendar months 
thereafter. 

Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the voting 
lists for use at all caucuses. A voting Hst shall be prepared for 
each representative-district and each voting-district. At all 
caucuses the voting lists as last pubHshed or canvassed accord- 
ing to law by the board of canvassers of said town shall be used 

Board of can- as hereafter provided. The board of canvassers in said town 

vassers to can- '' 

vSting'^1i8te^°* shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh day pre- 
ceding the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
in each year, and ajso on a day not more than five days prior to 
the earliest day lawfully selected by any political party for the 
holding of caucuses made necessary by a special election in such 
town, to canvass and correct the voting lists of electors qualified. 



Town clerk to 
)rep 
ists. 



Brepare voting 
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Notice of said canvass meetings shall be given in such manner 
as such board of canvassers shall prescribe. 

Sec. 10. In preparing caucus voting Usts for the caucuses game subject, 
of any political party there shall be stricken from the lists speci- 
fied in Section 9 of this act, the names of all persons shown by the 
nomination-papers, or copies thereof, and used caucus voting 
lists in the possession of the town clerk to be debarred from 
voting in such caucuses by the provisions of Section 8 of this 
act, or who are shown by the regulations of such town committee 
adopted under the provisions of Section 2 of this act, to be not 
entitled to vote in its caucuses. 

Sec. 11. The town clerk of said town is hereby authorized Town cierk to 

J • J J. i» * -t J. J.V r • J 1 'J. -L 1 furnish ballot 

and required to furnish, at the expense of said town, suitable boxes and 

supplies. 

ballot boxes, blank forms of certificates, ballots and other election 
stationery for each polling place at which any caucus is held, and 
to cause the voting lists and ballots prepared as aforesaid to 
be delivered at each poUmg place to the caucus moderator prior 
to the hour of 7: 00 o'clock in the evening' of the day on which 
any such caucus is to be held; and it is hereby made the duty 
of the chief of police of said town to detail such number of police 
ofiicers to each such polling place, for the preservation of order 
and to deliver tho voting lists and ballots aforesaid, as may be 
requested by the town clerk of said town. 
Sec. 12. The caucus moderator shall receive the ballot of ^ 

Caucus 

all persons whose names are upon the lists certified and furnished S^v? b'aiiite. 
to him, and shall reject the ballots of all other persons. 

Sec. 13. Immediately on the closing of the polls the caucus ^^^ ^^^ 
moderator and clerk shall in open caucus proceed to count the JaiiS^to de""t. 
ballots cast in the presence of such representatives as may 
be appointed in writing, one by each candidate voted for at 
said caucus; and each candidate receivmg a plurality of the 
ballots cast for the oflBce for which he was a candidate 
shall be declared by the caucus moderator to be elected or nomi- 
nated, as the case may be. The ballots and voting lists shall 
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Siote votin *^^^ ^® forthwith separately sealed up, together with a state- 
Usts, etc. ment of the result of the balloting, substantially in form 

required by law in the case of elective meetings, and shall be 
forthwith delivered in person by the caucus clerk to the town 
clerk in said town. 
In case of tie Sec. 14. In case at any caucus a majority of a delegation 

vovOi etrCa( wu&v 

^ken. ^^ ^ ^'^y convention, or of fuiy district committee, are not elected, 

or in case of a tie vote for an elective office, the caucus shall 
adjourn to such day as shall be designated at said caucus by 
the caucus moderator, but not to any day at which a caucus 
of any political party has been called. In case of a tie vote for a 
smaller number than a majority of the delegates to a convention, 
or of the members of a district committee, the elected members 
of the delegation or of the committee shall fill the vacancies so 
caused and make notification of their action to the person or 
officer entitled to receive the same. In all cases the delegates 
to a convention shall have power to fill vacancies in their number 
appearing at the hour of the meeting of such convention. 

Moderator to Sec. 15. The moderator of evcry caucus shall, withiu tweuty- 

prepare certifi- 

aSdno4Si)T ^^^^ hours after said caucus is held, deliver or send to each 

delegate to a pohtical convention, and to each member of a 
political committee, a certificate of his election, and to each 
candidate for an elective office a certificate of his nomination, and 
shall also cause the certificate of nomination required by law 
in the case of all candidates who are nominated by such caucus 
for any elective office to be prepared and seasonably filed in the 
proper public office, imless proceedings for a recount of the ballots 
at such caucus are inaugurated conformably to the provisions 
of Section 16 of this act, in which case he shall not deliver, send 
Verification or cause to be filed any such certificates. Upon the check list 
by clerk. used at such caucus the clerk checking such list shall make a 

return under oath that the said check list is the identical one 
used in the caucus of the political party for which it was 
furnished, and that the names checked were truly and properly 
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checked at such caucus, and that no alteration or erasure or 
additional check has been made thereon. 

Sec. 16. If before five o'clock in the afternoon of the day provisions for 
succeeding the day on which any caucus is held under the pro- iSi?oS* ° 
visions of this act a person who has received votes thereat for 
nommation or election to any elective office, delegation, or 
political conunittee shall serve upon the town clerk of said town 
a statement in writing that the records and returns made by 
the caucus officers as aforesaid, are erroneous, and specifying 
wherein the same are erroneous, and claiming an election or 
nomination by said caucus for the petitioner, and petitioning 
for a recount of such ballots by the board of canvassers of said 
town, such town clerk shall retain all the ballots cast at such 
caucus until such claim is withdrawn or the contest for the nomi- 
nation or election is fully determined as hereafter provided. The 
town clerk upon whom such statement is served shall forthwith Notice of 

recount. 

notify the members of the board of canvassers of his town of 
the filing of such petition, and it shall be the duty of said board 
of canvassers to forthwith convene, and to cause notice in writ- 
ing to be served in such manner as said board of canvassers 
shall direct, upon all other candidates for the same office receiv- 
ing votes at said caucus, at the expense of the petitioner, of 
the filing of such petitions for a recount, and shall appoint a 
•time and place for the recount of said ballots, within twenty- 
four hours, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, from the 
time of ordering such notice. At the time specified by said board M^t^od of 
of canvassers said town clerk shall transmit to such board all SSdngthereon. 
the ballots cast at such caucus and the voting list used thereat, 
and at the appointed time and place said board of canvassers 
shall proceed to recount said ballots and to hear and determine 
all questions raised for or against the coimting of the same or 
of any thereof, and shall declare, as the result of such recount and 
determination, what persons, if any, were lawfully elected or 
nominated at such caucus. Such declaration shall stand as 

9 
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condSSve aS ^^^ ^^^^ record and result of the vote cast at such caucus, and 

official ballot 
be prepared 
accordingly. 



be *prepaiwi ° the propcp officcF shall cause the names of the persons so declared 



to be nommated for any elective office to be printed upon the 
official ballots, in accordance with a certificate of such recount 
and determination made and filed with him by said board, 
which certificate shall be deemed to be made and filed as of the 
day of holding such caucus. Said board shall also furnish to 
each delegate and member of a committee, so declared to be 
Candidate or elected, a Certificate of his election. Any candidate receiving 

his representa- xxi_ pi_-x' re u 

tivemaybe votcs at such caucus for such nommatiou or omce may be 

present at re- 
count, present during such recount, either in person or by an agent 

duly appointed in writing. 
Town clerk to Sec. 17. The town clerk of said town shall retain imder 

retain under 

voUi^ii^f for seal for the period of fourteen calendar months all of the voting 
lists returned to him under the provisions of this act: Provided j 

u^ied^Shen ^^^^ ^Mch lists may be unsealed for use in the proceedings pro- 
\ vided for in Sections 10 and 16 of this act, after which they shall 

be inunediately resealed, and that the said town clerk, after a 
check Ust has been used at a caucus of a political party held 
under the provisions of this act upon written application for 
a copy of the list as checked, signed by any qualified elector 
in the said town where such list was used, and upon payment 
or tender of the fees provided by law therefor, may unseal and 
open the wrapper containmg such check list, and shall furnish 
to such applicant a certified copy of the list as checked, and shall 
then reseal the same. 

Penalties. Sec. 18. Evcry pubUc officer or officer of a politiojal party 

who shall wilfully violate any of the provisions of this act, 
or shall refuse, or wilfully neglect and omit to perform, in the 
manner and withm the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon 
him by this act, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars 
nor more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned in jail for 
a period not exceeding six months or both. Every person at a 
caucus who knowing that he is not entitled to vote, votes or 
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attempts to vote upon any other name than his own, or votes 
or attempts to vote more than once upon his own name, or 
deposits or attempts to deposit more than one ballot for any 
candidate for any elective office or delegate to any convention 
or member of any political committee at the same balloting, or 
at any caucus gives a false answer to the caucus clerk or the 
presiding officer of any caucus relative to his right to vote at 
such caucus, shall be punished by imprisonment in jail not 
exceeding six months. Whoever aids or abets a person not 
entitled to vote at a caucus in voting or attempting to vote under 
a name other than the voter's own name, or in voting twice 
upon the voter's own name, or aids or abets a person in deposit- 
ing or attempting to deposit at a caucus more than one ballot 
as aforesaid at the same ballotmg, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding six months. Excepting otherwise 
herein provided, the penalties imposed by law upon election and 
other officers and voters who violate the provisions of acts 
regulating elective meetings are hereby imposed upon the like 
caucus and other officers and voters for like violations of this 
act. 

Sec. 19. It shall be the duty of every poUce or other peace Arrest without 
officer or constable to arrest without warrant any person 
detected m the act of violating the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 20. The secretary of state shall make and send to the secretary of 
town clerk of said town copies of all nomination papers filed copies of certain 

nomination 

with him which contain the names of electors of such town. papers. 

Sec. 21. The town committee in said town at the time of the present town 

- ,- . - • i 1 committee con- 

passage of this act shall organize and serve m the same manner tinned in office, 
and with the same effect as if they had been elected under its 
provisions. 

Sec. 22. This act shall take effect on an(J after June 1, 
A. D. 1914. 
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Public Laws relative to the holding of caucuses in, 
amended 51-53 

of West Warwick, caucuses in 57-67 

officers, Chapter 1109 as amended by Chapter 1394 of the Public 
Laws relative to election of, in the town of West 
Greenwich, amended 55-57 

election of in the town of Johnston 46 

in the town of Lincoln 47-49 

in the town of Warwick 54 

of the election and qualification of. Sections 13 and 15 of 

Chapter 49 relative to, amended 20 

Voters, of the registering, listing and returning lists of, and of proof of their 
qualification to vote. Section 18 of Chapter 7 relative to, 
amended 38 

Warwick, town of, town officers elected, when and how 54 

West Greenwich, town of. Chapter 1109, as amended by Chapter 1394 of 

the Public Laws relative to election of town officers in, amended. 55-57 
West Warwick, act regulating the opening and closing of polls in the town I 

of 7 * 

town of, caucuses in 57-67 

Westerly, act relative to division of into representative-districts, amended. 4 
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